REGULAR MEETING OF THE BIG STONE COUNTY BOARD

September 4, 2012


The Big Stone County Board of Commissioners met in the Commissioner’s Room at 8:30 AM on Tuesday, September 4, 2012.  Chairman Wulff called the meeting to order with Commissioners Athey, Berning, Olson and Sandberg present.  Also present were County Attorney Bill Watson and County Auditor Michelle Knutson.  The Pledge of Allegiance followed.


Motion by Olson, seconded by Berning and carried to approve the minutes of the August 21st regular meeting and the August 28th Highway 5-year plan meeting.


Motion by Berning, seconded by Athey and carried to approve the agenda with noted addition.


Commissioners reported on the following committees:



Sandberg – MSI; Property

Athey – Prairie 5; Fair Board


Wulff – RC&D; BDSWD/RRB


Berning – Property 



Olson – RDC

Motion by Berning, seconded by Sandberg and carried to ratify the approval of the bids from Dallas I. Hanson Construction for the office space construction projects at the Family Services building.

Commissioner Berning reported on the possible purchase of the building located at 108 Second Street SE in Ortonville.  Discussion was tabled until Sheriff Haukos is present.


Attorney Watson reported that he has reviewed the VHF agreement that will be presented by Sheriff Haukos later in the meeting.



A brief discussion was held on the request by SWCD to sponsor an application for Legacy Funds to fix an erosion problem on Artichoke Lake.


Motion by Athey, seconded by Sandberg and carried to authorize payment of the following claims as presented by Auditor Knutson:



Commission of Transportation
$   2,617.96


Election Systems & Software
2,037.82


Engbarth Directional Drilling
26,007.52


Office Peeps
2,602.15


Ratwik, Roszak & Maloney
4,372.50


William Watson
4,145.05



West Con
17,948.59


43 Payments Less Than $2,000
   14,208.44
     
     Total 
$73,940.03

Motion by Athey, seconded by Olson and carried to execute the FY 2013 Snowmobile Maintenance Grant Agreement for the Big Stone Lake Area Sno Riders with the MN DNR.


Due to Commissioner attendance at the annual AMC conference, the December 4th board date was rescheduled to Thursday, December 6th beginning at 4:30 PM.


Auditor Knutson asked for questions and/or comments on the year-to-date financial information provided for the Board’s review.


VSO Dan Meyer provided information on his office’s activities during the past month for the Board’s review.   


Discussion was held on payment of the bills for the shingling and water damage at the Museum.  All claims for the water damage will flow through the Museum.  However, since the initial roof bill was paid by the County and the proceeds were issued to the County, motion by Olson, seconded by Berning and carried to authorize the final payment of $33,582 to Ward Construction as an auditor warrant.  


Blayne Johnson from SWCD was present to continue the discussion on the erosion issue on Artichoke Lake.  Commissioner Olson summarized the Board’s previous discussion.  Mr. Johnson stated that their engineer could do the work and the County would just have to oversee the project. Following further discussion, consensus was that the request for sponsoring the application should go to the township first.

Mr. Johnson presented the SWCD’s financial information and 2013 budget request for the Board’s review.

County Treasurer Cindy Nelson was present to request assessed values for the tax forfeited property that will be on the upcoming sale.  Consensus was to establish the assessed values at 10% of market value as presented by Treasurer Nelson.


Motion by Berning, seconded by Sandberg and carried to adopt the following resolution:

2012-17

BE IT RESOLVED, that all parcels of tax-forfeited land listed on the List of Tax-Forfeited Land #12-1 be classified as non-conservation land; that the basic sale price of each parcel on the List of Tax-Forfeited Land #12-1, that is on file with the Clerk of the County Board, be approved and authorization for a public sale of this land be granted, pursuant to M.S. 282.01; that the sale will be held at 9:00 AM, Friday, September 28, 2012, by the Big Stone County Treasurer at the Big Stone County Courthouse, for not less than the basic sale price; and that full payment is required at the time of the sale.


Sheriff John Haukos reviewed the VHF Interoperable Frequency Use Agreement with the Board.  Motion by Olson, seconded by Berning and carried to execute the agreement.


Discussion was held on the options presented by Sheriff Haukos for a new logging system.  Motion by Sandberg and seconded by Olson to approve the regional logging system contingent upon the approval of the other 10 agencies.  Following discussion, motion carried.

Sheriff Haukos provided details on the building being considered for purchase.  Following discussion, motion by Olson, seconded by Sandberg and carried to authorize the purchase of the building for $37,000.

Attorney Watson and Sheriff Haukos left the meeting.



Following a break, discussion was held on the preliminary 2013 County budget.  


Motion by Olson, seconded by Athey and carried to adopt the following resolution:

2012-18
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the proposed 2013 budget be approved and the gross levy be established at $4,611,212.


The public meeting to take comments on the proposed budget and levy will be held on Thursday, December 6th at 6:00 PM in the Commissioner’s Room.


Chairman Wulff adjourned the meeting at 10:54 AM.







ATTEST:







Walter W. Wulff, Chairman
 

 
    Michelle R. Knutson, Auditor
