REGULAR MEETING OF THE BIG STONE COUNTY BOARD

September 3, 2013


The Big Stone County Board of Commissioners met in the Commissioner’s Room at 8:30 AM on Tuesday, September 3, 2013.  Chairman Berning called the meeting to order with Commissioners Athey, Sandberg and Wulff present.  Commissioner Olson was absent.  Also present were County Attorney Bill Watson and County Auditor Michelle Knutson.  The Pledge of Allegiance followed.


Motion by Sandberg, seconded by Wulff and carried to approve the minutes of the August 20th regular meeting.


Motion by Athey, seconded by Wulff and carried to approve the agenda with noted addition.


Commissioners reported on the following committees:
Athey – Prairie 5; Personnel; Leadership Training; Toqua Park


Wulff – Toqua Park


Sandberg – MSI


Motion by Sandberg, seconded by Athey and carried to authorize Commissioner Berning to attend the Southwest MN EMS training.

Motion by Athey, seconded by Sandberg and carried to authorize the expenditures to update the bathroom facilities at Main Street Industries.


Facilities Technician Jared Heck updated the Board on upcoming Courthouse projects including new window screens, outdoor lighting and insulating the cooling pipes.


Attorney Watson reported on various activities in his office.


Motion by Athey, seconded by Wulff and carried to authorize payment of the following claims as presented by Auditor Knutson:



Burlington Northern & Santa Fe RR
$  6,684.91


Haukos Electrical
16,966.00


Kris Engineering
3,291.03


M-R Sign Co
6,440.70


Prairie Lakes Youth Programs
5,870.19


Traverse County
26,146.32


William Watson
4,202.33



40 Payments Less Than $2,000
    7,638.17
     
     Total 
$77,239.65

VSO Dan Meyer provided information on his office’s activities during the past month for the Board’s review.  


Motion by Athey, seconded by Sandberg and carried to adopt the following resolution and execute the grant contract:

2013-22

BE IT RESOLVED that Big Stone County enter into a Grant Contract with the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) to conduct the County Veterans Service Office Enhancement Grant Program.  The grant must be used to provide outreach to the County’s veterans; to assist in the reintegration of combat veterans into society; to collaborate with other social service agencies, educational institutions, and other community organizations for the purposes of enhancing services offered to veterans; to reduce homelessness among veterans; and to enhance the operations of the County Veterans Service Office, as specified in Minnesota Laws 2013 Chapter 142 Article 4.  This Grant should not be used to supplant or replace other funding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman and CVSO be authorized to execute the Grant Contract for the above-mentioned Program on behalf of the County.


Discussion was held on updating the camping fees at Toqua Park for 2014.  Motion by Wulff, seconded by Athey and carried to increase the Season Pass to $500 and the Hunter’s Pass to $50 and to authorize updating the sign at the Park accordingly.


Motion by Athey, seconded by Wulff and carried to execute the Feedlot Performance Grant Agreement with the Board of Water and Soil Resources and authorize Environmental Officer Darren Wilke to sign the agreement.  This will provide the County with an additional $634 for services.


Motion by Sandberg, seconded by Wulff and carried to adopt the following resolution and execute the agreement:

2013-23

BE IT RESOLVED by the Big Stone County Board of Commissioners, that it hereby designates Darren Wilke, Environmental Officer as Project Representative for the implementation of the Pomme de Terre River Protective Buffer Clean Water Partnership Project for Big Stone County.  The Project Representative shall have the authority to represent the Big Stone County Board of Commissioners in all Project matters that do not specifically require action by the Big Stone County Board of Commissioners. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as Loan Sponsor, the Big Stone County Board of Commissioners enters into the attached Minnesota Clean Water Partnership Project Implementation Loan Agreement along with Pomme de Terre River Association Joint Powers Board as Project Sponsor, and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to conduct the implementation of the Pomme de Terre River Protective Buffer Clean Water Partnership Project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that County Board Chair Joseph J. Berning be authorized to execute the attached Minnesota Clean Water Partnership Project Implementation Loan Agreement for the above referenced Project on behalf of the Board as Loan Sponsor.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Environmental Officer Darren Wilke be authorized to execute loan disbursement requests for the above referenced project to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency on behalf of the Board.


Chairman Berning called the hearing to order at 9:30 AM to take public comment on the County’s Draft Comprehensive Local Water Plan Update.  Environmental Officer Wilke reviewed the priorities of the Plan with the Board.  Since no comments were received, the plan will be submitted to the State of Minnesota for review.  The hearing was closed at 9:35 AM. 


Environmental Officer Wilke reported that he had received quotes from Ronglien Excavating for the demolition and disposal of the tax forfeited property on Stephens Avenue.  The project will proceed as planned.  


Motion by Sandberg, seconded by Wulff and carried to authorize Environmental Officer Wilke to proceed with an asbestos inspection on the tax forfeited property on Orchard Street and request a quote for the cost of removal of any asbestos found.


Environmental Officer Wilke and Attorney Watson informed the Board that the County will be filing a criminal complaint against Frank Boots for a violation of the Solid Waste Management Ordinance.


Following a break, motion by Wulff, seconded by Athey and carried to execute the contract with Bituminous Paving for SP 006-610-022 as presented by County Engineer Nick Anderson.


Motion by Athey, seconded by Wulff and carried to authorize the Engineer to take bids on the old Highway Shop in Beardsley, setting the minimum bid at $20,000.  Bids will be opened at an upcoming board meeting and bidders will be permitted to increase their bid at that time.  


Discussion was held on the concerns of the County Ditch #2 benefited landowners.  Engineer Anderson has been invited to attend a meeting on October 1st with other officials to discuss the issues.

Discussion was held on County Ditch #21 in Akron Township.  

Keith Zimmerman was present to report back on his visit to Bois de Sioux Watershed District regarding his water concerns as a result of Combined Ditch #10/11.  Duane Duin was also present.  Zimmerman requested the Board’s support for the District’s impoundment project on the Headley property in Section 13 in Moonshine Township.  Zimmerman presented a map of area culverts and their various sizes.  Zimmerman and Duin stated that the water issues are getting worse and that even slowing the spring snow melt for a couple of days would be very helpful.  They are also requesting the Board send a letter to the Bois de Sioux supporting the Moonshine 13 Project to help move it forward.  Consensus was to send the letter of support.


IT Director Terry Ocaña and Facilities Technician Jared Heck were present to discuss the bids received for the Courthouse roof project.  Base bids received were as follows:



Les Jones Roofing


$246,925.00 (plus $5,000 for bonding)


Dallas I Hanson Construction
$294,975.00

Representatives were present to discuss their respective bids with the Board. Following discussion, motion by Athey, seconded by Wulff and carried to award the project to Les Jones Roofing.


HR Director Dawn Gregoire arrived at the meeting.


Motion by Wulff, seconded by Sandberg and carried to close the meeting at 11:39 AM for the purpose of discussing labor negotiation strategy.

Motion by Athey, seconded by Wulff and carried to reopen the meeting at 12:16 PM.


Discussion was held on the 2014 budget and levy.


Motion by Athey, seconded by Sandberg and carried to adopt the following resolution:

2013-24
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the proposed 2014 budget be approved and the gross levy be established at $4,745,501.


The public meeting to take comments on the proposed budget and levy will be held on Tuesday, December 3rd at 6:00 PM in the Commissioner’s Room.


Chairman Berning adjourned the meeting at 12:48 PM.






ATTEST:







Joseph J. Berning, Chairman

    
    Michelle R. Knutson, Auditor



